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Terminology:
· Prospective member- a woman interested in membership who has not yet been approved for membership by the Board of Managers (aka has not yet been proposed and accepted)
· Legacy- a prospective member who has a direct lineal relative who is (or was) an NSCDA member. A legacy with ties to a non-PA Dame is for information purposes only. A legacy with ties to a PA Dame needs to only show genealogical proof of relationship to the relative who is/was a NSCDA/PA member on her application IF a copy of the relative’s verified application accompanies the legacy’s application.
· Proposer - a current Pennsylvania NSCDA member in good standing who is willing to recommend and take time to assemble and lead a proposal for a prospective member. The proposer should have a good relationship with the prospective member and know them fairly well.
· Seconder (aka endorser)- a current Pennsylvania NSCDA member in good standing who knows the prospective member well enough to write a letter of recommendation to support the proposal.
· Ancestor- the approved colonial ancestor to whom a prospective member intends to show lineal descent from. This ancestor MUST be on the ROA (Register of Ancestors) prior to a candidate submitting their application.
· Candidate- a woman who has been proposed for membership and approved by the Board of Managers. A candidate may be a candidate for membership for a period of 2 years.

In The Beginning:

Prospective members come from a variety of places. Some may be local friends or acquaintances from other societies,  and some are unknown to us, but seek us out. It is through our process of proposal that we seek to learn about a prospective member and invite them to learn about us in order to make sure we, as an organization, are a good fit for each prospective member.

The Process:
1. Membership Chair and/or committee members talk with prospective members about NSCDA and our purpose and objectives while getting to know the prospective member on a personal level. Do the prospective member’s interests and talents align with NSCDA? After learning about NSCDA does the prospective member see herself as an active member? It is also the task of the Membership Chair and membership committee to help the prospective member find a proposer if she doesn’t have one. It is also through this relationship building that the sensitive subject of fees and expenses may be communicated. (see attached)
2. Membership Chair, membership committee members and proposer seek to find out if the prospective member has an approved ancestor listed on the ROA. We like to find this out as early as possible to prevent the possible undesired situation of a prospective member with no possible ancestor and therefore no road to membership.

To determine if a prospective member has a probable or possible ancestor communicate the general ancestor eligibility requirements with them: significant service prior to July 5, 1776 (but including the signers of the Declaration of Independence). Specific state society ancestor eligibility requirements can be found on the national website when signed in as a member.

[image: Macintosh HD:Users:Connie:Desktop:Screen Shot 2016-02-11 at 4.07.11 PM.png]www.nscda.org						
[image: Macintosh HD:Users:Connie:Desktop:Screen Shot 2016-02-11 at 4.07.19 PM.png]Login as a member:												









history


future











Members’ Area:
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Scroll down on the page. Look for the “Genealogy Resources” on the menu on the left side of the page and click on it to expand options
[image: ]

The expanded view will show you the two options you may need to use:
1. ROA (Register of Ancestors) and 2. Research Lists and Forms 
[image: ]
If you click on the Lists and Forms, you’ll find Eligibility Lists. Clicking on that will open a pdf document on your computer. It will have the list from each colonial society specifying what is considered service for an ancestor from that state. This is helpful when working with a prospective member whose ancestors are from outside of Pennsylvania.

If you click on Register of Ancestors, a search engine will appear:
Enter either a last name OR search through all ancestors for a Colonial State. Keep in mind spelling counts so try alternate spellings. Also, make sure if you are looking for a particular ancestor that you find the one from the correct Colonial State (there is probably more than 1 John Smith).
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When ready to propose a prospective member, copy the name, dates, place and service exactly onto the proposal form (see attached).










The Process continued…

3. After the Membership Chair and membership committee feel a prospective member is ready to move forward in the process, they ensure there are current NSCDA/PA members who will act as a proposer and seconder.
4. IF the prospective member DOES NOT have an ancestor on the ROA, but feels she has one that meets eligibility requirements, she works with the Registrar to get the ancestor added. This should be done as soon as possible and may be done prior to the actual proposal. 

NOTE: If there is no approved ancestor and the prospective member does not feel she has one that meets the eligibility requirements, then the entire process ends. The key element here is that if there is no ancestor on the ROA, the rest of the process is moot.  There will be no forward movement without an approved ancestor.

5. Once an eligible ancestor is identified, the proposer takes over and completes the proposal form. The proposal form is a fillable pdf so it can (and should) be typed on a computer. Alternately it may be printed and typed on a typewriter, but it must be typed (per our bylaws). The form is for use by our members and should not be given to the prospective member. The proposer is to list the information for the prospective member, including ancestor, and sign the form as well as secure the signature of the seconder.  Additionally, the proposer is to write a letter of recommendation and obtain a second letter of recommendation from the seconder. When all of these details have been addressed, the proposal package is then given to the Membership Chair. 

6. The Membership Chair will bring the proposal to the Board of Managers (at the next convenient Board meeting) and read the letters of recommendation. The Board will then vote on whether or not to accept the prospective member as a candidate for membership, OR may table the motion to provide the Board additional time for consideration, and/or any needed clarification of proposal information,  before a vote.  

What happens next?

After the Board vote, the Membership Chair will inform the candidate if she has become a candidate or not. If she has, the Registrar sends a “Welcome Candidate” packet to the new candidate explaining the rest of the membership process. The candidate then has 2 years to complete the application and submit it to the Registrar who forwards it to the verifying genealogist. As soon as the verifying genealogist approves the application, the candidate is given a number and becomes a member.
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Society of The Colonial Dames of America in 1990 from lists of eligible
ancestors supplied by each of the thirteen Colonial State Societies. Each

+ Newsletters (you can include first name, ex:Bradford, William)

of the Colonial State Societies maintains and updates its own list of and/or
+ Meet Your National eligible ancestors according to its own list of qualifying services and to
Beal the provisions of the Constitution of The National Society of The Colonial Search for Colonial State

Dames of America. The ROA includes over 9,700 approved ancestors and
is updated on a regular basis as new information is confirmed. The Index

+ Committees of Documented Descendants’ Lineage (IDDL) was started in 2003 to
provide online access to genealogical information in our members’
. . . . Q SEARCH
lineage papers. It includes over 95% of the Colonial ancestors claimed by

o q
Featured PI‘OJeCtS current members and is also updated on a regular basis.
Finance / Treasurer

+ Forms & Resources

Presidents of Corporate




image7.png
Member Services

Meetings & Events

Newsletters

Meet Your National
Board

Committees

Featured Projects

Finance / Treasurer

Forms & Resources

Presidents of Corporate

Societies

Publications &

Directories

Registrars

Genealogy Resources

g Safari View History Bookmarks Develop Window Help S amBILYYH R =T o)) E 100%@@ Thu
Q0O < [EH] = nscda.org [ (4]
Members Home Search Results Back to Search
Dumbarton House 1 2 NEXT »»

Logan, Benjamin 1743-1802 ,VA

1. Ann Montgomery, wid.
Lieutenant, Militia, Dunmore's War, 1774

Logan, Francis ____ ,SC

—)
Captain, Militia, in the Armed Service, 1775-1776

Logan, George ____-.1721 ,SC

1. (___), 2. Martha Daniell, wid.

Member, Commons House of Assembly, 1698, 1702, 1703, 1707, 1711, 1719; Public Treasurer, 1699-1700; Public Treasurer, 1703-
1707; Commissioner, Church Act, 1704; Commissioner, Church Act, 1706; Trustee, Charles Town Free School, 1710; Member,
Grand Council; Commissioner, Indian Trade

Logan, George 1694-1764 ,SC

1. Martha (Daniel)
Justice of the Peace, 1734, 1737

Logan, George 1720-1773 ,SC

1. Elizabeth (Baker)
Member, Commons House of Assembly, 1751, 1754, 1761, 1762; Justice of the Peace, 1767

Logan, James 1674-1751 Philadelphia,PA

1. Sarah (Read)
Secretary of the Province, 1701-1723
Colonial Records, II: 34; Ill: 218; Bench, and Bar of Philadelphia, 167

Logan, William 1718-1776 Philadelphia,PA

1. Hannah (Emlen)
Provincial Councillor, 1747-1776
PA Archives, 2nd Series, IX: 624

Logan, William 1727-1802 ,SC

1. Mary (Baker)
Founder Charles Town librarv Sacietvy 1748 Justice of the Peace 1776
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2016 Marks our 125th

Anniversary!
We’ve got festivities planned throughout the year
to commemorate this milestone - check back soon
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The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America promotes
appreciation for the people, places and events that led to the
formation and development of our country. We are an
unincorporated association of 44 Corporate Societies with more
than 15,000 members. The NSCDA has been a leader in the field of
historic preservation, restoration and the interpretation of historic
sites since its New York Society first undertook the preservation of
the Van Cortlandt House in 1897. The National Society
headquarters is located at Dumbarton House, a Federal period
house museum in Washington, D.C. Read our
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Welcome, Members

We are glad you landed here! Whether you are a new Dame or a 50 year member, you are part of an organization that has
Our Society a long and proud history in managing historic properties and promoting historical research and patriotic interest in our
country. You may be wondering just who we are and where we are. We all claim descent from a person who contributed
significantly to our country and its founding before July 5, 1776.

Welcome

Using the Website
Click HERE for Region Il and IV Meeting “a la carte” registration. Additional information can be found HERE.
+ Dumbarton House

Member Services Here are some brief facts about who we are:

e We are more than 15,000 Dames in 44 Corporate Societies.
* Meetings & Events e The 44 Corporate Societies consist of Societies in 43 states and the District of Columbia Society. Each Society is in
one of four Regions.
* Newsletters e Our first Society, Pennsylvania, was founded in 1891, and Nevada became our newest State Society in 2008.
e Our largest Society is North Carolina with more than 1,600 members and our newest state, Nevada, has 15 members.
+ Meet Your National e The original thirteen colonies are our Colonial State Societies. Each Colonial State Society has specific requirements
Board for the qualifying services of ancestors and its own list of eligible ancestors.
e The District of Columbia Society is called our Domicile Society.

+ Committees e There are more than 10,000 approved ancestors, and 19 of the approved ancestors are women!

NEED HELP?
Need help in attracting new members or engaging your existing ones? The Membership Committee will be glad to provide

historical data on your Society’s membership numbers, age demographics or successful ideas from other Societies to
. P increa<e volir member<hin or involve votir evictine members

+ Featured Projects




