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ARTIST FINALISTS AND BOARD RETREAT HIGHLIGHT FIRST YEAR OF
DINAH MEMORIAL PROJECT

It has been a little over a year since
Stenton was awarded a major grant from
the Pew Center for Arts & Heritage to
reimagine a memo-
rial to Dinah, the
o n c e - e n s l a v e d
woman who lived at
Stenton and saved
the house from burn-
ing by British troops
during the Revolu-
tion. This spring, we reported on a se-
ries of community focus group meetings
that are at the heart of the project, but
Inequality in Bronze has many diverse
parts that are keeping us busy. 
In June, following community meetings
that focused on the issue of the
“Mammy” stereotype in memorializa-
tion, we announced the selection of
three accomplished artists as finalists for
the memorial competition. The process
of vetting and selecting the artists in-
volved a team of advisors and consult-
ant/Public Art Curator for the project,
Neysa Page-Leiberman. The team devel-
oped a request for proposals and identi-
fied a group of approximately twenty
artists nationally who would be a good

By Dennis Pickeral, Executive Director, Stenton

fit.  The artists who were selected hail
from Los Angeles, the Virgin Islands,
and Philadelphia. You can read more
about their backgrounds by visiting the
project website: www.stenton.org/dinah.
The finalists are scheduled to make pub-
lic presentations of their concepts for
the memorial at Stenton on September
14 at noon and 4:00pm.
Inequality in Bronze focuses on building
external relationships with our neigh-
bors at Stenton, but it is also about em-
phasizing diversity and inclusion in our
own organizational culture. Conse-
quently, the focus of the president’s an-
nual board retreat in June was a training
by Project Facilitator Dina Bailey. Board
members and staff participated in a day-
long session, learning how to better un-
derstand and address issues of diversity,
equity, and inclusion in our mission,
programs, and daily work.
Other components of the Inequality in
Bronze project include a ground pene-
trating radar study in Stenton Park,
which disappointingly did not locate
Dinah’s grave, but discovered that much
of the Logan cemetery is buried intact.
In the spring, we installed a new exhibit
in the kitchen, which now displays util-
itarian archaeological artifacts recovered
at Stenton, as well as faunal materials
(shell, bone, and similar materials con-
sumed by the Logans) and three family
cookbooks in our collection that are
rarely exhibited. And for the first time,

the hall and middle room of the third-
floor garret, which were servant living
quarters, are now open to visitors with
a special prototype exhibit that navigates
the documented history of Dinah and
the origins of the house-saving story. To-
gether, these spaces will help us expand
the stories of Dinah and other enslaved
and indentured servants.
This next year will bring much more, in-
cluding working with storyteller Irma
Gardner-Hammond to strengthen her
portrayal of Dinah through a six-month
residency, a conference on mid-Atlantic
plantations (October 17-19), co-hosted
by Stenton and the McNeil Center for
Early American Studies at the Univer-
sity of Pennsylvania, and ultimately, the
completion of an appropriate and signif-
icant memorial to Dinah. We hope
you’ll follow our progress and perhaps
join us at an Inequality in Bronze program
in the future.
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PATRIOTIC SERVICE

On March 16, 2019, I attended a Farewell Ceremony for PA National Guard in Milton, PA for families of 400 troops from
Ft. Indiantown Gap, PA deploying to Poland for 9 months. It was a very impressive, heartwarming, and emotional day for
the families. The NSCDA/PA provided our “Parade of Flags” coloring books, crayons, flags and lapel pins. We, along with
Operation Gratitude, the USO, and other organizations, had tables outside the auditorium to give items to the families
before the ceremony. Patriotic Service also collected supplies at our May meeting, which we sent to support the troops in
Poland. We shipped 10 large priority mail boxes full of toiletries, books, socks, candy, and more! If you would like to help
with our troop support activities, please contact Patriotic Service Chair Julia Forbes, via Adriana, at adriana@nscdapa.org.

By Rebecca O’Neill, Troop Support, Patriotic Service Committee
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We’ve been busy this spring & summer with many programs, projects & field trips: 1) NSCDA/PA President Barbara Rogers
& Alice Lea Tasman honored Kevin & Rebecca Kerchner, supporters of the Stenton Collections Fund, at this year’s Gar-
den Party. 2) Julia Forbes, Gwendolyn Bryant, Carolyn Davis & over 200 others turned out for Stenton’s annual Garden
Party in May. 3) Stenton unveiled a new exhibit in the garret at the Garden Party dedicated to Dinah, a once-enslaved
woman who lived & worked at Stenton for over 60 years. 4) Garden Club of America President Anne Neal Petri & 15
members of GCA clubs from across the country visited Stenton in May as part of the “On the Road” program. 5) Neigh-
borhood children were treated to crafts, face painting & fun at the Easter Egg Hunt in April. Thanks to our volunteers, in-
cluding Betsy Marshall, pictured above. 6) Carol Rush led the Wine & Design: Needlepoint Workshop at Stenton. Pictured
above: Julia Forbes, Carol Rush & Jane Foster Willson showed off their needlepoint projects. 7) Stenton has been awarded
a Keystone Historic Preservation Grant from the Pennsylvania Historical & Museum Commission to replace the leaking
mansion roof! 8) NSCDA/PA Members & guests enjoyed a trip to Winterthur to view the Costuming the Crown Exhibit. 9)
An anonymous Dame generously funded the planting of 5 Hollies & 3 Red Buds along the fence line at Stenton. Sidney
Spahr also donated a Franklinia tree. 10) Authors of Material World: Laura C. Keim, Stephen G. Hague, Ellen G. Miles,
Carol Eaton Soltis, George W. Boudreau & Margaretta Markle Lovell held a book signing & lecture at Headquarters. 11)
Stenton celebrated July 4th with hot dogs, hand-made ice cream & a visit from Benjamin Franklin. Many thanks to our vol-
unteers, including Anne Burnett & Gwendolyn Bryant, pictured above. 12) In June, Andrew Fearon & Sarah Gdula of
Materials Conservation studied & assessed the stucco on Stenton’s service wing, which will help guide plans to upgrade
the building in a historically sensitive manner.

PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS

Please take a moment to enjoy all the many special occasions highlighted here. You won’t
want to miss remembering or learning of our numerous Spring/Summer events. From Pa-
triotic Service activities, Stenton’s May Garden Party and July 4th Celebration, book signings
at Headquarters, and much more, you’ll surely feel as proud as I do to be a PA Dame.  

For the Board of Managers, our June Retreat was a heart growing and fascinating occasion.
Speaker Dina Bailey, Director of Methodology and Practice for the International Coalition
of Sites of Conscience, led and facilitated our discussion on how best to engage with our
local community and, in doing so, better understand the complexities of issues surrounding
race.  The Pew Center for Arts & Heritage made possible this very beneficial occasion in
conjunction with its generous grant to fund the Dinah Memorial Project.

Thank you for supporting and participating!

Greetings to All!

The Lancaster – Dauphin – York Committee met on June 5, 2019 at the Lancaster Country
Club. We were very pleased to have two prospective members in attendance and welcomed
two new members whose papers were verified since our last meeting: Carol Elfner and Ann
Carter. Our program was presented by Norma Shearer President of the Friends of Fort Hal-
ifax, pictured here. Norma Shearer is a suburban Philadelphia native. A retired music
teacher from Halifax Area School District, Norma has been a spokesperson and advocate
for Fort Halifax for over 19 years.

LLANCASTERANCASTER – D– DAUPHINAUPHIN – Y– YORKORK CCOUNTYOUNTY CCOMMITTEEOMMITTEE NNEWSEWS
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The Friends of Fort Halifax Park was established in 2007 and oversees the 172 acre park and its educational programs.
During the French and Indian War, Colonial Fort Halifax was built as one of the forts along the Susquehanna River
as a supply line to Fort Pitt. The Fort is no longer in existence, but the Friends of Fort Halifax mission is to tell the
story of colonial history to school children and the public through educational days for school students grades 2
through 5 and an annual festival open to the public. https://www.forthalifaxpark.org/ 

Our next meeting will be Tuesday October 1, 2019 at the Lancaster Country Club with a program from the York His-
tory Center on the preservation of Lewis Miller’s travel journal of 1841.

By Bobbi McMullen, LDY Committee Chair

By Betsy Teti, Allegheny County Committee Chair
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The Allegheny County Committee had a wonderful close to the 2018-2019 program
year. The May meeting was held at the Fox Chapel Golf Club and featured a review of
the year by outgoing committee chairmen. A preview of the 2019-2020 program year
was provided and was followed by a lovely luncheon. The ACC Dames look forward to
our annual Summer Supper on the last Saturday of August.  This casual evening is a
fun, social time for Dames and their guests.

Top: Louise Kay Woodside, Kay Bissell, Mary Odom and Louisa Smyth.  Bottom:
Mary Odom and Jean McCullough.
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