
$383,772 and netted $325,772, a 136%
increase over 2016, by far our most suc-
cessful fundraising event ever!  Proceeds
will be split over the next three budget
years and will support our work at Sten-
ton. 
We are especially grateful to our tireless

fundraising champion and cheerleader,
Alice Lea Tasman, James Logan Award
Dinner Co-Chairs Barbara Rogers and
Sally Wirts, and a long list of Dames who
served on the Dinner Committee and
gave their time, talent and treasure to
everything from flower arrangements and
auction coordination, to managing logis-
tics at the Union League.  We can never
say thank you enough!

Fall 2018

OVER200 TURNOUT TOHONOREDITHDIXON AT JAMES LOGANAWARDDINNER

Nearly 250 NSCDA/PA members and
guests gathered at the Union League on
September 21 to honor Edith R. Dixon
with the 2018 James Logan Award, in
recognition of her decades of charitable
work.  The strong turnout was a testament
to the many lives that have been touched
by Mrs. Dixon’s generosity, in the
Philadelphia region and beyond.  Co-
chairs Barbara Rogers and Sally Wirts also
saluted the dedication and contributions
of the NSCDA/PA Past Presidents, in-
cluding Anne Burnett, Sally Congdon,
Nancy Nimick, Dora Rogers and Peggy
Shaver, who were in attendance.  This was
the sixth James Logan Award Dinner,
which is held biennially and is the Soci-
ety’s largest fundraiser, benefiting the

By Dennis Pickeral, Executive Director, Stenton

preservation of Stenton and its educa-
tional programs.
Another highlight of the evening was the
debut of a new History Hunters video.
The video features two students who par-
ticipated in the program more than a
decade ago, and who are now pursuing ca-
reers in history and education.  They both
credit History Hunters with inspiring
their career choices, and one of them held
onto her classroom workbook!  It's a pow-
erful testimonial to the long-term impact
History Hunters can have on schoolchild-
ren.  
A live auction followed the video, led by

former Sotheby’s auctioneer George Mc-
Neely, which raised $138,000 for History
Hunters. In total, this year’s gala grossed

Connections
THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES OF AMERICA IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

To view the new  video and hear how History
Hunters inspired Quamiir and Menika, visit the
History Hunters website: www.historyhunters.org,
then scroll down to “Why Participate in History

Hunters?”
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Stenton Director: Dennis Pickeral
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Mission Statement
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America 

in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is dedicated to preserving 
our State and National heritage through preservation of historic properties, 

conservation of antiquities and archives, education, scholarships, patriotism and
respect for our Colonial ancestors whose distinguished service prior to 1776 

and ideals are the foundation of our Country.
Adopted by the Board of Managers, October 10, 2003

Left: NSCDA/PA President, Barbara Rogers, and NSCDA/PA Deveolpment Chair Alice Lea Tasman, present the James Logan Award to Edith
R. Dixon; Center: Marguerite Lenfest and Mrs. & Mrs. William Buck; Right: Edith R. Dixon, Alice Lea Tasman, Co-Chairs Sally Wirts & Bar-
bara Rogers, and Betsy Marshall.

The NSCDA/PA participates in Ama-
zon Smile! With each purchase you
make, a portion will be donated to us by
Amazon. To sign up, go to smile.ama-
zon.com and choose The National Soci-
ety of The Colonial Dames of America
in PA as your charity. Then when you
shop, make your purchases through
smile.amazon.com. It’s that simple!

This holiday season, shop to support
The NSCDA/PA and Stenton!

Stenton is registered with Bloomin’
Bucks’ friend-raising program. Pro-
ceeds from every order come back to
Stenton to support the gardens.
1. Go to www.bloominbucks.com
2. Choose Stenton as your favorite
not for profit organization
3. Browse the vast selection and order

If you have questions about what to choose, how
to plant and what to expect, contact Stenton Gar-
den Tender, Susan Yeager, yeagerrsue@yahoo.com
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By Margaret Broussard, Committee Chair

NSCDA NEWS
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GREAT AMERICAN TREASURES
By Anne Burnett, Region IV Vice Chair, National Museum Properties Committee,

Chair, NSCDA Museum Alliance Project 

LANCASTER-DAUPHIN-YORK COMMITTEE NEWS

What, exactly, is Great American Treas-
ures? How will it benefit NSCDA, our
corporate societies, and our museum
properties? 
Background: As you may know, the

NSCDA has been an important force
for the protection and preservation of
historic houses and buildings for over a
century. The PA Society was among the
first Societies in this effort, restoring and
opening Stenton as a museum in 1900.
Within a very short period of time,
other Societies began to purchase or be-
come stewards of properties across the
country. Those early trailblazing Dames
saved an 18th century Powder Magazine,
a 17th century homestead, a 19th cen-
tury hotel, the oldest surviving one-
room school house in NJ, the homes of
founding fathers, statesmen and mer-
chants, and many other important
places, that together tell the great stories,
big and small, of our country from its
earliest beginnings to present day.
Altogether, there are at least 92 sites in
the U.S. and England that are owned,
maintained, managed, and/or heavily
supported by the town committees and
corporate societies of the NSCDA. With
so many unique places to care for,
today’s trailblazing Dames are poised for
an exciting next step in the NSCDA’s
historic preservation and stewardship
journey. 
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That next step is something that you've
likely heard of over the last few years.
The Great American Treasures project
(or "GAT" for short) has been called sev-
eral names in the time that it’s begun to
gain steam, but one constant remains –
the goal of creating a dedicated alliance,
stocked with resources and benefits, for
all NSCDA-affiliated properties. Achiev-
ing that goal requires a lot of work and
moving parts. At this year's Biennial
Council, an implementation plan for
the alliance was unveiled, a plan that is
also a key element of the 2018-2024
NSCDA Strategic Plan.  
Groundwork underway: In building

the foundation for a strong program, we
are working carefully on building buy-in,
establishing a governance and staffing
structure, and developing a business
plan, branding package, website, and
marketing calendar.  
GAT member sites will be voluntarily

connected to a national effort that aims
to raise the visibility of all member mu-
seums - and by obvious association, the
visibility of the Colonial Dames - and in-
crease visitation across the board, while
sharing resources and expertise so that
all GAT museums have access to the
tools they need to become the best they
can be. The program will provide more
direct benefits, such as an NSCDA Mu-
seum Grant Fund, to award grants for

program implementation, archives
preservation, digitization of records, and
much more.  There will also be a dedi-
cated website, the most public-facing,
visible benefit of the program. Gathis-
tory.org, which is currently under con-
struction and scheduled for debut next
summer, will be a multifaceted, respon-
sive website with tools for both visitors
and member museums. 
We’ll share project updates in future

Connections. As the GAT strategic mar-
keting plan notes, "By connecting our
properties nationally, and making
great storytelling a theme, we can en-
gage new generations of lovers of our
past."  
---NSCDA Special Projects Curator Catherine
Nuzum contributed to this article.

GRESH, Mrs. Lisa Porter
(Lisa Skillern)
Ancestor: William Skillern
PA-6906

HEDRICK, Susan
(Susan Ruth Fischer)
Ancestor: John Brown
PA-6913

HUMENIK, Ms. Mary A. Erving
Ancestor: Eliphalet Dyer
PA-6907

NINO, Mrs. Albert Joseph
(Carol Lou Cottingham)
Ancestor: Ambrose Dixon
PA-6908

O’DONNELL, JR., Susan Jane
(Susan Jane Walker)
Ancestor: William Currie
PA-6911

QUINN, Ms. Amanda Van Zandt
Ancestor: Abraham Knerr
PA-6912

STRATZ, Caroline Elizabeth
Ancestor: Samuel Wadsworth
PA-6914

WAGNER, Mary Ann
(Mary Ann Ermy)
Ancestor: Adriaen Hegeman
PA-6909

NEWMEMBERS

TRANSFER OUT

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES

DECEASED
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RESIGNATIONS

BARNUM, Mrs. Anne L. Savage
PA-6338

MUCKLE, Katherine Jones
(Katherine Eastwick Jones)
PA-3901

SHARP, Mrs. M. Rust
(Nancy Cheney Day)
PA-3754

SIEDLARZ, JR., Mrs. Joseph A.
(Nancy Dodd England)
PA-3460

SILKE, Sarah Lynne
PA-6754

STARK, Mrs. Richard J.
(Mary Elizabeth Hiestand)
PA-3562 

DUNN, Mrs. Ann M. 
(Anne Stovall McIver)
PA-382
Txfr to FL

MOHN, Mrs. Richard Eberly
(Clarita LeeBallard)
PA-6693
Txfr to FL

WELLS-FINN, Wendy B.
(Wendy Burton Swope)
PA-6823
Txfr to DC

GRIGGS, Mrs. Paul D.
(Charlotte Ruth Nuttall)
Admitted: March 20, 2012
Died: June 14, 2018
PA-6747

LENZ, Mrs. James E.
(Cordelia Morris Seeley II)
Admitted: October 12, 1951
Died: June 5, 2018
PA-3001

ININ THETHE CCOMMONWEALTHOMMONWEALTH OFOF PPENNSYLVANIAENNSYLVANIA

The Lancaster-Dauphin-York Commit-
tee met on June 6, 2018, at the Lan-
caster Country Club, Margaret
Broussard presiding.  Our member
Donna Bakelaar and her husband Bob
gave an interesting presentation on how
to find and identify houses of colonial
leaders by using both architecture and
written records.  Mrs. Broussard ap-
pointed a donations committee of
Bobbi McMullen, chair, Betty Miller,
and Carol Elfner.
At the October 2, 2018 meeting, we

were honored with a visit from our new
president, Barbara Rogers, and treated
to a presentation by Dennis Pickeral, ex-
ecutive director, on the upcoming reno-
vations at Stenton and the completion
of the Yellow Bedroom.  Dennis also
presented a short video on the History
Hunters program.  The committee voted
to contribute $500 to the Union Canal
Tunnel Park in Lebanon County for the
restoration of the north towpath, $1000
to Friends of Fort Halifax in Dauphin

County for educational programs, and
$500 to the York Historical Society in
York County for the conservation of the
illustrated travel diaries of Lewis Miller.
In addition, Mrs. Broussard appointed
a nominating committee for the posi-
tions of chairman and treasurer consist-
ing of Diane Murry, chair, Barbara
Gillis and Peg Adams.
The next regular meeting will be on

Tuesday, February 5, 2019, at the Lan-
caster Country Club.
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t ion was  on the profess ional  de -
ve lopment  o f  a l l  a reas  o f  our
shared  mis s ion :   Educat ion ,
Preser vat ion and Patr iot ic  Ser v -
ices .  You’ l l  want  to  read the de -
t a i l s  in  De lega te  Ki t ten  Klaus ’
Biennia l  Recap.

Please  rev iew our recent  New
Member s  and updates  on  our
Oral  Histor y  re -boot ,  the  Dinah
mura l ,  the  Chippenda le  pro -
g ram and the  Logan Fami ly  Re -
union to name but  a  few.   

F ina l l y,  a s  we  approach the
seasons  o f  Thanksg iv ing  and
Chr i s tmas ,  I ’m reminded once
again how essent ia l  each of  you
is  for  the heal th and wel l -be ing
of  our  Soc iety.  Thank you  for
your  suppor t  o f  our  mis s ion—
your hard work ,  par t ic ipat ion in
our  event s  and your  f inanc ia l
suppor t  of  our  operat ions .   

Warmest  Regards,

S ince  the  beg inning  o f  my
Pres idency  last  May,  i t ’ s  been a
pr iv i lege  to  see  f rom that  point
o f  v iew how v ibrant  and a l i ve
the  PA Society  i s !  P lease  t ake  a
few moments  to  en joy  th i s  ed i -
t ion  o f  Connec t i on s .  We hope
you ’ l l  f ind  something  tha t  cap -
tures  your  in tere s t .  When tha t
happens ,  p lease  l e t  us  know.  I f
you  cont ac t  us  by  e -mai l ,  your
addres s  should  be  inc luded au -
tomat ica l l y.  I f  you  cont ac t  us
through our  webs i te ,  PLEASE
ensure  tha t  you  inc lude  your
name and e -mai l  addres s .  Of
cour se ,  you  can  ca l l  Headquar-
te r s .  However  you  l e t  us  know,
p lease  remember  tha t  the
st rength  and v i t a l i t y  o f  the  PA
Soc iety  depends  on  each  o f
YOU—our act ive  members .

At i ts  June Retreat ,  the Board
decided the f i r st  pr ior i ty  was  to
move  forward  enthus ia s t i ca l l y
with the complet ion of  the long-
ant i c ipa ted  and -p lanned new

wing .  Stenton i s  the  hear tbea t
o f  our  Soc iety ’ s  focus ,  and
that ’ s  the  home of  our  na t ion -
a l ly  recognized Histor y  Hunters
program.  P lease  t ake  a  look  a t
Execut ive  Director  Dennis  Pick-
era l ’ s  update  on our  progress  to
date .   

In  September,  we  he ld  our
James  Logan Award  Dinner,
which  you ’ l l  s ee  h igh l ighted  in
our  cover  s tor y.  Thanks  to  the
work  o f  many,  th i s  year ’ s  ce le -
bra t ion  was  except iona l .  More
impor tant ly,  the  leadership and
many  months  o f  hard  work  o f
former  Soc iety  Pres ident  Al i ce
Lea  Tasman produced our  most
success ful  fundrais ing resul t s .      

In la te  October,  the  PA Soci -
ety  sent  ten members  ( f ive  Dele -
ga te s  and f i ve  Al te rnate s )  to
at tend the 62nd Biennia l  Coun-
c i l ,  he ld  in  Ar l ing ton ,  VA .  I t
was  a  t ime  o f  shar ing  wi th  and
learn ing  f rom other  s t a te  soc i -
e t i e s .  Much o f  the  concentra -

Dear Fellow Dames,
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By Betsy Teti, Committee Chair

THE PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS

The Al legheny County  Commit -
tee  has  begun the year  with two
intere s t ing  and ver y  d i f fe rent
events .  On Saturday,  August  25,
member s  and guest s  ga thered
for  what  has  become a  fun
evening .  Our  Dames  summer
picn ic  i s  an  oppor tuni ty  to
renew f r i endships  and en joy
t ime  together  a s  the  summer
draws  to  a  c lose .  On Wednes -
day,  October  24,  the committee
held the f i r st  s t a ted meet ing of
the  year.  I t  was  a  t rue  t rea t  to

ALLEGHENY COUNTY COMMITTEE NEWS

be  ab le  to  tour  Wilpen Hal l  in
Sewick ley  Height s ,  the  l a s t  o f
the  Gi lded  Age  e s t a te s  s t i l l
s t anding  in  our  a rea .  Wi lpen
Hal l  was  fea tured  in  the  f i lm
Fox  Catcher  which  was  f i lmed
in  the  P i t t sburgh  area  severa l
years  ago.  Dames enjoyed a  pr i -
va te  tour  wi th  the  current
owner.  I t  was  an interes ing and
enjoyable  look at  a  love ly  home
and a  wonder fu l  s t a r t  to  the
program year !

SPOTLIGHT ON NEWMEMBERS

OUR NEWEST “BABY DAMES”

In this issue, we are delighted to share a
bit more about several recent additions to
our Membership. We hope you enjoy "get-
ting to know" them, and encourage you to
invitecolleagues, friends, and family toSten-
ton and Headquarters, to learn moreabout-
membership in the NSCDA/PA! 
Susan Hedrick, of Malvern, has a keen

interest in historic preservation and mu-
seumproperties, and is veryknowledgeable
about genealogy. Committed togivingback
in her community, she has served on the
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from Eastern College and Hahnemann.
She and husband Geoff have three daugh-
tersbetween them, and fourgrandchildren. 
Carol CottinghamNinodescribes herself

as "a fan of the Continental Army’s En-
campment in1777, onretreat fromthe Bat-
tle of Germantown,” located near her
Towamencin home.  Recently retired from
Cigna after twenty years as a pharmacist,
Carol has fourgrown children. After discov-
ering that the CottinghamFamilyhad colo-
nial connections, her mother, Doris,

of us, Betsy Ruderfer of the Al-
legheny County Committee has
long been actively involved in the
Dames, serving in the DC Society
for some thirty years in many
roles: as Recording Secretary,
Chair of Patriotic Service, Histo-
rian, and Vice-President. She is
'thrilled to become a member of
the First Society." In her non-
Dames life, Betsy is a former big
band vocalist who enjoys "keeping
the beautiful music of The Great
American Songbook alive." She
and her husband Emil, recently re-
tired from the World Bank,
moved from Washington to Pitts-
burgh in 2017, after living in sev-
eral developing countries. Betsy
was among the PA delegation at
Biennial - see her photo on page
5. 

IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

board of Laurel
House, a domes-
tic violenceshelter
in Norristown,
and has volun-
teered at a
Phoen ixv i l l e
health clinic. Susie
holds Health Ad-
ministration and
nursing degrees

encouragedCarol
to join the Colo-
nial Dames. She
was admitted
shortly before her
mother's death this
year, bringing her
mother great joy. 
Although she
may still be
"new" to many

Grandmothers in the PA Society have been busy proposing granddaughters this year, helping us establish the next generation of serv-
ice-minded women "entrusted with history's future." Left to Right: 1) Wylie Raab's granddaughter Caroline Elizabeth Stratz, 2, a 4th
generation PA Dame, lives in Alexandria, VA. Her mother Alexandra works for the DoD, and her father, AF Captain Brandon
Stratz, is an aerospace engineer. In a nod to her magnificent great grandmother, Caroline wore Sally Gibson’s racing silks for Halloween.
2) Adelaide Marabeth Whelan was born August 20, 2018 in Alexandria VA to Denis and Cara Whelan. Adelaide and her two
older brothers Foster (4) and David (2) keep their parents busy and slightly sleep-deprived. Adelaide is the first granddaughter for her
grandparents, PA Dame Gina Whelan and husband Rick. 3) Already displaying an affinity for museum properties, 8 month-old
Claire Kingsland Bell (daughter of PA Dame Carolyn Burnett Bell, granddaughter of Anne Burnett) was all smiles at a recent
rehearsal dinner, held, by pure coincidence, at the Neill-Cochran House, the Texas Dames' historic house museum. 

Wilpen Hall in Sewickley Heights.

Connections Fall 2018 Full_Layout 1  11/5/2018  5:03 PM  Page 3



BIENNIAL COUNCIL

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES OF AMERICA

4

NSCDA 62ND BIENNIAL COUNCIL - 
INSIGHTS ANDHIGHLIGHTS

A supporter of National History Day
Philadelphia (NHDPhilly) for more
than a decade now, the Pennsylvania
Society was recently nominated and
elected to serve as a member on the
competition's Steering Committee,
joining representatives from leading
area museums and research institu-
tions , including the National Archives
Philadelphia, the National Constitu-
tion Center, the Abraham Lincoln
Foundation of the Union League, the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania, the
NationalMuseum of American Jewish
History, and others. 
National History Day is a year-long

program for students, leading to a two-
day competition at the local (city) level,
fromwhich finalists move on the state
level and, ideally, the national level
competition. In addition to the finan-

PATRIOTIC SERVICENSCDA/PA JOINS NATIONAL HISTORY
DAY STEERING COMMITTEE
By Anne BurnettBy Catherine Klaus

As always, the naturalization cere-
monies are incredibly moving, and it
is a real honor that we are able to take
part in them. Our most recent event
in Philadelphia took place on Thurs-
day, October 25th, with Judge Wendy
Beetlestone presided over the swear-
ing in. Although now an American,
Judge Beetlestone was born in Nigeria
and went to college in the UK before
moving to the US to attend law
school at the University of Pennsylva-
nia. In her welcoming remarks, she
shared a real sense of empathy and

cial support NSCDA/PA provides
through an annual scholarship (cover-
ing travel expenses for six finalists mov-
ing on to the state level), PA Dames
and staff regularly serve as competition
judges and NHDPhilly committee vol-
unteers.
The NHDPhilly Steering Commit-

tee "sets the strategic direction and
goals for NHDPhilly," and administers
the program, making operational de-
cisions with the assistance and recom-
mendations of its various committees
(Education, Development, Communi-
cations, e.g.) 
Building upon the NSCDA/PA's
proven educational accomplishments
at the elementary school level, through
our robust History Hunters program,
this new level of collaboration with
NHDPhilly extends our reach to help
meet the needs of middle and high

school age students, supporting the de-
velopment of civics education, and
skill-building in research, presentation,
and critical thinking. We are helping
shape a next generation of history
lovers and historians! 
----
Interested in serving as a judge for the March
13 2019 NHDPhilly competition? Or at
"States" in May, in Carlisle? Contact Anne
Burnett, anneburnett221@gmail.com. Learn
more about NHD by visiting nhdphilly.org.

DAMES AND NEW CITIZENS: A VERY SPECIAL TRADITION
By Liz Mills, NSCDA/PA Patriotic Service Chair

understanding, as she felt like an im-
migrant when she arrived in the US
after living abroad for so many years.
At our Philadelphia ceremonies,

Adriana and Kenny Robinson always
have everything under control; they
make it all so easy for the rest of us.
Wylie Raab did an amazing job as nar-
rator for our Parade of Flags presenta-
tion, and Betsy Bacon, Peggy Conver,
and I presented the flags and distrib-
uted gift bags. 
Some 79 individuals from 36 coun-

tries were sworn in. The reactions of

the new citizens were incredible and
ranged from broad smiles, to dancing
and tears. Everyone should attend at
least one New Citizen swearing-in cer-
emony! It is a profound reminder of
just how fortunate we are to have
been born in America and how hard
these people have worked to become
US citizens.
----
Interested in helping with the next
ceremony? Please email adriana@nsc-
dapa.org, or call 215-735-6737. 

Left to Right: Patriotic Service Chair Liz Mills (left) and Peggy Conver (right) with presiding Judge Wendy Beetlestone; Raising their right
hands, brand new citizens take an oath of allegiance to the United States; PA Dames Betsy Bacon (left) and Wylie Raab (right) congratulate
new citizens and present a small American flag and Parade of Flags coloring book to each.

One of the winning group entry teams from the
2018 NHDPhilly senior level competition.
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breaking is planned for November 15th,
and a 2nd Century campaign will follow
to fulfill the entire planned project fund-
ing.
Historical Activities Workshop - State

Society projects under the "historical ac-
tivities" umbrella vary widely around the
country, often undertaken on an inter-
mittent basis as volunteer time allows.
Embracing a less-is-more approach, the
Committee highlighted two small yet
very successful recent projects: Ver-
mont's "The Dames" oral history project
in partnership with the Vermont Folk-
life Center, and a Georgia town commit-
tee's "Lott Cemetery" project. State
committee chairmen offered other proj-
ect examples that societies and county
committees may wish to consider. These
included: Delaware's robust annual his-
toric site day trip (also a great member-
ship recruitment opportunity!); the
D.C. Society's project to locate plaques
and memorials around the District that
Dames dedicated over the last century;
and NSCDA/NC’s raffle of tickets to
Broadway’s Hamilton, which raised
$14,000 to support their museum prop-
erties and other projects. 
The Jamestown 2019 Anniversary-

Dr. James Horn, President and CO of
the Jamestown Rediscovery Foundation,
spoke on the importance of the begin-
ning of our nation’s democratic experi-
ment at gatherings in the ancient church
on the Jamestown Settlement.  The
meeting of the first General Assembly in
1619, held in that church, formed the
basis of today's representative system of
government in the U.S. Dr. Horn re-
cently published a book about the im-
portance of those meetings: 1619 -
Jamestown: and the Forging of Ameri-

This fall's Biennial Council, held in
Arlington, Virginia on October 19-21,
was both exhilarating and exhausting.
So much to learn and so little time!   
NSCDA/PA was well represented at

Biennial, with delegates and members
taking part in business sessions,
social/networking gatherings, and in-
formative educational workshops. Satur-
day's workshops covered pertinent topics
for Treasurers, Registrars, and those in-
volved or interested in our three 'Na-
tional Project" areas: Museum
Properties, Historical Activities, and Pa-
triotic Service. Sunday offered a wide va-
riety of workshops, including sessions
on membership, communications, gov-
ernance, gardens, and a special presen-
tation on the upcoming Jamestown
2019 Anniversary. The following are just
a few workshop highlights and "take-
aways," which we hope will be of interest
to our members. 
Museum Properties Workshop - Mar-

keting and branding consultants Dee
Papit and Brian Talcott joined NSCDA
President Anna Duff, Committee Chair
Sally Connelly, and NSCDA staff in a Q
& A panel on NSCDA's Great Ameri-
can Treasures. [See article on page 2 for
more on this exciting initiative.] In ad-
dition, Charbra Jestin, NSCDA/CT
President, provided a case study on
plans to introduce a new governance
structure and prepare for the construc-
tion of an 8,000 sq. ft. visitor and edu-
cation center for their
Webb-Dean-Stevens Museum.  She
noted the difficulty in obtaining neces-
sary funding to tackle such a project, de-
scribing the many obstacles encountered
over many years. Perseverance and good
fortune paid off:  the Center's ground-

can Democracy.  He noted that the site
where the meeting took place is the
same site upon which the Jamestown
church was rebuilt - in brick, in 1907 - by
the NSCDA. 
Patriotic Services Workshop - This

year's workshop emphasized support of
veterans, with numerous examples of
state projects shared. Virginia's small
Roanoke Town Committee's Patriotic
Service group has instituted a program
of visiting elderly and infirm veterans
and simply sitting and talking with
them…conversation-time with lunch
boxes provided. Several smaller Society
groups hold barbecues, dinners, and
luncheons for veterans. The Arizona So-
ciety has devoted funds and time to help
American Indian Code-talker veterans
celebrate their military past. Extremely
patriotic in feeling, these veterans
needed flags, standards, and other
equipment to celebrate Memorial Day,
the Fourth of July, D-day, etc. Other
state society committees hold commu-
nity dinners and gatherings in conjunc-
tion with other helping organizations in
their areas. The “take-away” was very
similar to that from the entire Biennial
2018 Conference: it is time to let the
public know who we (the NSCDA) are
and what we do…and that we should col-
laborate with other organizations to pro-
vide even more and greater service.
Check out photos from Biennial on
page 5!

-Other Contributors to this article were Betsy
Ruderfer and Gina Whelan 
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HISTORICAL ACTIVITIES

The NSCDA/PA 2018-2020 Oral His-
tory Project has been very exciting for
those of us involved: Elise Carr, Carol
Nino, DeeDee Hayward, Anne Burnett
and me. Our goal is to document and
preserve the memories of long-standing
members of the NSCDA/PA. We also
wanted to obtain and preserve older oral
histories that other members of the
NSCDA/PA had already done.   
Thanks to the sleuthing skills of Anne
Burnett and Adriana Robinson, we lo-
cated tapes of the interviews of about 6
Dames and the transcripts of interviews
with about 9. Several of those inter-

viewed have daughters or granddaugh-
ters who are currently members.
DeeDee had the wonderful idea of try-
ing to do a Dames and Daughters Ad-
dendum.   
The new interviews that result from

this process will be preserved on thumb
drives and/or DVDs, as well as on digi-
tal, cloud storage, and a written tran-
script will be made of each interview.
We'll also explore options for archival
off-site storage of photocopied tran-
scripts. These interviews will be archived
at our National Headquarters, and
could be made available in different

By Gwendolyn Bryant, Historical Activities Committee Chair

HEADQUARTERS

THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES OF AMERICA

SECOND MONDAYS PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS YOUR HEADQUARTERS 

Your Headquarters House & Garden Committee is delighted to provide a new offering, "Second Mondays" start-
ing this fall, on the second Monday of the month, at 5:30 PM. What is unique about these gatherings is that it
is a relaxed, after work time to enjoy the company of fellow Dames and guests in the gracious atmosphere of HQ
House and Garden. The short informal programs feature information about HQ, including the library, archives
and furnishings. HQ is a working reflection of NSCDA/PA’s history and distinguished members. Whether you
live near or far*, all are encouraged to join us!

*Are you a member living outside of easy 'commuting" to Philadelphia? Consider gathering a group of your
County Committee Dames for a day trip to Headquarters, with lunch, side trip(s) to Stenton or another Historic
Germantown site, or possibly a visit to the city's Historic Area in Old City. We're happy to help you plan your
day trip: info@nscdapa.org; adriana@nscdapa.org, or call 215-735-6737

Left to Right: In keeping with Biennial tradition, the PA Society, as Founding Society, leads the procession of state flags. At left,
PA President Barbara Rogers opens the procession; Outgoing National Treasurer Dora Rogers, NSCDA/PA, provides a few final
remarks; National Registrar Lisa Likes (left) recognizes PA Dame Sally Congdon as new Senior Representative, Sulgrave Manor
Trust; PA Dames serving as Alternates at Biennial Council were Betsy Ruderfer of Allegheny County Committee and Suzanne
Ullrich.

By Jane Foster Willson, Headquarters Chair

Left: Headquarters Chair Jane Foster Willson shows attendees the collection of samplers and beautifully detailed, framed Membership Cer-
tificates displayed in the lounge area; Center Top: Delicious refreshments await attendees at the 2nd Monday programs; Center Bottom:
Early NSCDA/PA Scrapbooks are just some of the treasures found in our Society library. Right: Display cases throughout the building display
many unique items with relevance to the Society; 
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DAMES FIELD TRIP: COSTUMING THE CROWN

SNAPSHOTS FROM 2018 BIENNIAL COUNCIL

By Kaelyn Barr, Director of Education, Stenton
The Program Committee has been

hard at work organizing speakers for up-
coming Stated Meetings and other pro-
grams. One of the new additions to the
calendar is a Dames trip on June 7th to
Winterthur Museum & Gardens, to view
the exhibit “Costuming THE CROWN”
which will feature 40 iconic costumes
from the beloved Emmy award-winning
Netflix series, a dramatized history of the
reign of Queen Elizabeth II. The day will
begin at 10:00AM, with a special talk by

Jeff Groff, who will offer a “behind the
scenes” look at the new exhibit. After
touring the exhibit and gardens, the
group will depart for lunch. 
Interested in helping to plan

NSCDA/PA programs? The Program
Committee would love to have you! We
meet quarterly to discuss programming at
Headquarters & Stenton, as well as off-
site trips like this one. If you’re interested
in joining the committee, please email
DeeDee Heyward, deedeehey@aol.com.

forms to researchers. 
Our immediate goal will be to identify,

with the help of the NSCDA/PA board
and former officers, Dames who would
be interested being interviewed. By
2020 we hope to have interviewed 10
NSCDA/PA members including all past
presidents. We also hope to start the
Dames and Daughters Addendum. If
anyone would to join the group, please
contact me. 
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STENTONWING DESIGN NEARING

COMPLETION

STENTON SHORTS

By Dennis Pickeral, Executive Director, Stenton

7

Stenton Committee members and staff have been working with Krieger and Associates Architects to finalize plans
for renovating the Stenton Wing. The design creates new office space upstairs and dedicated programming and meeting
space in the carriage house and green house. The plans also improve accessibility and visitor circulation, by reorienting
the entrance and parking to the north side of the greenhouse and carriage house, and by addressing the three levels of the
wing and restrooms.  

The next step is to secure approval of the drawings from various city and state agencies, and we hope to begin
raising funds for the project at the beginning of the new year.

Logan Family Reunion
Stenton hosted 15 Logan and Norris family descendants for a Reunion on September 22. The
intimate but engaged group explored new collections and changes to the Stenton landscape. 

AASLH Conference
Staff members Kaelyn Barr and Rachel Corma trav-
eled to Kansas City in September to attend the
American Association of State and Local History

Conference. 

Save the Date!
The Stenton Garden Party will take place on May 2, 2019.

Please note that this is the first Thursday of the month, instead
of the usual second Thursday. Hope to see you there! 

Dinah Mural
The Stenton Park Advisory Council submitted a proposal for a
mural on the new Stenton Park Recreation Center. The pro-
posal, which was recently approved, will celebrate Dinah, who

saved Stenton from being burned by the British. 

Foundations and Libations
On October 11, Stenton held “Foundations and Libations,” a
program exploring Stenton’s landscape and archaeological re-
search. The event ended with a Happy Hour in the greenhouse,
provided by Attic Brewing, who will be opening a brewery at

Wayne Junction.

History Hunters
This year, History Hunters participation hit an all-time
record high, with over 3,700 students participating in the

program!

Krieger and Associates drawing showing proposed changes to the north elevation of the Stenton Wing.

A rendering of Stenton Park from Flying
Kite Media, July 21 2015
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The NSCDA/PA 2018-2020 Oral His-
tory Project has been very exciting for
those of us involved: Elise Carr, Carol
Nino, DeeDee Hayward, Anne Burnett
and me. Our goal is to document and
preserve the memories of long-standing
members of the NSCDA/PA. We also
wanted to obtain and preserve older oral
histories that other members of the
NSCDA/PA had already done.   
Thanks to the sleuthing skills of Anne
Burnett and Adriana Robinson, we lo-
cated tapes of the interviews of about 6
Dames and the transcripts of interviews
with about 9. Several of those inter-
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ters who are currently members.
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ing to do a Dames and Daughters Ad-
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The new interviews that result from
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SECOND MONDAYS PROGRAM
HIGHLIGHTS YOUR HEADQUARTERS 

Your Headquarters House & Garden Committee is delighted to provide a new offering, "Second Mondays" start-
ing this fall, on the second Monday of the month, at 5:30 PM. What is unique about these gatherings is that it
is a relaxed, after work time to enjoy the company of fellow Dames and guests in the gracious atmosphere of HQ
House and Garden. The short informal programs feature information about HQ, including the library, archives
and furnishings. HQ is a working reflection of NSCDA/PA’s history and distinguished members. Whether you
live near or far*, all are encouraged to join us!  

*Are you a member living outside of easy 'commuting" to Philadelphia?  Consider gathering a group of your
County Committee Dames for a day trip to Headquarters, with lunch, side trip(s) to Stenton or another Historic
Germantown site, or possibly a visit to the city's Historic Area in Old City.  We're happy to help you plan your
day trip: info@nscdapa.org; adriana@nscdapa.org, or call 215-735-6737  

Left to Right: In keeping with Biennial tradition, the PA Society, as Founding Society, leads the procession of state flags. At left,
PA President Barbara Rogers opens the procession; Outgoing National Treasurer Dora Rogers, NSCDA/PA, provides a few final
remarks; National Registrar Lisa Likes (left) recognizes PA Dame Sally Congdon as new Senior Representative, Sulgrave Manor
Trust; PA Dames serving as Alternates at Biennial Council were Betsy Ruderfer of Allegheny County Committee and Suzanne
Ullrich.

By Jane Foster Willson, Headquarters Chair

Left: Headquarters Chair Jane Foster Willson shows attendees the collection of samplers and beautifully detailed, framed Membership Cer-
tificates displayed in the lounge area; Center Top: Delicious refreshments await attendees at the 2nd Monday programs; Center Bottom:
Early NSCDA/PA Scrapbooks are just some of the treasures found in our Society library. Right: Display cases throughout the building display
many unique items with relevance to the Society; 
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hard at work organizing speakers for up-
coming Stated Meetings and other pro-
grams. One of the new additions to the
calendar is a Dames trip on June 7th to
Winterthur Museum & Gardens, to view
the exhibit “Costuming THE CROWN”
which will feature 40 iconic costumes
from the beloved Emmy award-winning
Netflix series, a dramatized history of the
reign of Queen Elizabeth II. The day will
begin at 10:00AM, with a special talk by

Jeff Groff, who will offer a “behind the
scenes” look at the new exhibit. After
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meet quarterly to discuss programming at
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site trips like this one. If you’re interested
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forms to researchers. 
Our immediate goal will be to identify,

with the help of the NSCDA/PA board
and former officers, Dames who would
be interested being interviewed. By
2020 we hope to have interviewed 10
NSCDA/PA members including all past
presidents. We also hope to start the
Dames and Daughters Addendum. If
anyone would to join the group, please
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NSCDA 62ND BIENNIAL COUNCIL - 
INSIGHTS ANDHIGHLIGHTS

A supporter of National History Day
Philadelphia (NHDPhilly) for more
than a decade now, the Pennsylvania
Society was recently nominated and
elected to serve as a member on the
competition's Steering Committee,
joining representatives from leading
area museums and research institu-
tions , including the National Archives
Philadelphia, the National Constitu-
tion Center, the Abraham Lincoln
Foundation of the Union League, the
Historical Society of Pennsylvania,  the
National Museum of American Jewish
History, and others. 
National History Day is a year-long

program for students, leading to a two-
day competition at the local (city) level,
from which finalists move on the state
level and, ideally, the national level
competition.  In addition to the finan-

PATRIOTIC SERVICENSCDA/PA JOINS NATIONAL HISTORY
DAY STEERING COMMITTEE
By Anne BurnettBy Catherine Klaus

As always, the naturalization cere-
monies are incredibly moving, and it
is a real honor that we are able to take
part in them. Our most recent event
in Philadelphia took place on Thurs-
day, October 25th, with Judge Wendy
Beetlestone presided over the swear-
ing in. Although now an American,
Judge Beetlestone was born in Nigeria
and went to college in the UK before
moving to the US to attend law
school at the University of Pennsylva-
nia. In her welcoming remarks, she
shared a real sense of empathy and

cial support NSCDA/PA provides
through an annual scholarship (cover-
ing travel expenses for six finalists mov-
ing on to the state level), PA Dames
and staff regularly serve as competition
judges and NHDPhilly committee vol-
unteers. 
The NHDPhilly Steering Commit-

tee "sets the strategic direction and
goals for NHDPhilly," and administers
the program, making operational de-
cisions with the assistance and recom-
mendations of its various committees
(Education, Development, Communi-
cations, e.g.)  
Building upon the NSCDA/PA's
proven educational accomplishments
at the elementary school level, through
our robust History Hunters program,
this new level of collaboration with
NHDPhilly extends our reach to help
meet the needs of middle and high

school age students, supporting the de-
velopment of civics education, and
skill-building in research, presentation,
and critical thinking. We are helping
shape a next generation of history
lovers and historians! 
----
Interested in serving as a judge for the March
13 2019 NHDPhilly competition? Or at
"States" in May, in Carlisle? Contact Anne
Burnett, anneburnett221@gmail.com. Learn
more about NHD by visiting nhdphilly.org.   

DAMES AND NEW CITIZENS: A VERY SPECIAL TRADITION
By Liz Mills, NSCDA/PA Patriotic Service Chair

understanding, as she felt like an im-
migrant when she arrived in the US
after living abroad for so many years.  
At our Philadelphia ceremonies,

Adriana and Kenny Robinson always
have everything under control; they
make it all so easy for the rest of us.
Wylie Raab did an amazing job as nar-
rator for our Parade of Flags presenta-
tion, and Betsy Bacon, Peggy Conver,
and I presented the flags and distrib-
uted gift bags.  
Some 79 individuals from 36 coun-

tries were sworn in. The reactions of

the new citizens were incredible and
ranged from broad smiles, to dancing
and tears. Everyone should attend at
least one New Citizen swearing-in cer-
emony! It is a profound reminder of
just how fortunate we are to have
been born in America and how hard
these people have worked to become
US citizens.
----
Interested in helping with the next
ceremony? Please email adriana@nsc-
dapa.org, or call 215-735-6737. 

Left to Right: Patriotic Service Chair Liz Mills (left) and Peggy Conver (right) with presiding Judge Wendy Beetlestone; Raising their right
hands, brand new citizens take an oath of allegiance to the United States; PA Dames Betsy Bacon (left) and Wylie Raab (right) congratulate
new citizens and present a small American flag and Parade of Flags coloring book to each.

One of the winning group entry teams from the
2018 NHDPhilly senior level competition.
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breaking is planned for November 15th,
and a 2nd Century campaign will follow
to fulfill the entire planned project fund-
ing.
Historical Activities Workshop - State

Society projects under the "historical ac-
tivities" umbrella vary widely around the
country, often undertaken on an inter-
mittent basis as volunteer time allows.
Embracing a less-is-more approach, the
Committee highlighted two small yet
very successful recent projects: Ver-
mont's "The Dames" oral history project
in partnership with the Vermont Folk-
life Center, and a Georgia town commit-
tee's "Lott Cemetery" project. State
committee chairmen offered other proj-
ect examples that societies and county
committees may wish to consider. These
included: Delaware's robust annual his-
toric site day trip (also a great member-
ship recruitment opportunity!); the
D.C. Society's project to locate plaques
and memorials around the District that
Dames dedicated over the last century;
and NSCDA/NC’s raffle of tickets to
Broadway’s Hamilton, which raised
$14,000 to support their museum prop-
erties and other projects. 
The Jamestown 2019 Anniversary-

Dr. James Horn, President and CO of
the Jamestown Rediscovery Foundation,
spoke on the importance of the begin-
ning of our nation’s democratic experi-
ment at gatherings in the ancient church
on the Jamestown Settlement.  The
meeting of the first General Assembly in
1619, held in that church, formed the
basis of today's representative system of
government in the U.S. Dr. Horn re-
cently published a book about the im-
portance of those meetings: 1619 -
Jamestown: and the Forging of Ameri-

This fall's Biennial Council, held in
Arlington, Virginia on October 19-21,
was both exhilarating and exhausting.
So much to learn and so little time!   
NSCDA/PA was well represented at

Biennial, with delegates and members
taking part in business sessions,
social/networking gatherings, and in-
formative educational workshops. Satur-
day's workshops covered pertinent topics
for Treasurers, Registrars, and those in-
volved or interested in our three 'Na-
tional Project" areas: Museum
Properties, Historical Activities, and Pa-
triotic Service. Sunday offered a wide va-
riety of workshops, including sessions
on membership, communications, gov-
ernance, gardens, and a special presen-
tation on the upcoming Jamestown
2019 Anniversary. The following are just
a few workshop highlights and "take-
aways," which we hope will be of interest
to our members. 
Museum Properties Workshop - Mar-

keting and branding consultants Dee
Papit and Brian Talcott joined NSCDA
President Anna Duff, Committee Chair
Sally Connelly, and NSCDA staff in a Q
& A panel on NSCDA's Great Ameri-
can Treasures. [See article on page 2 for
more on this exciting initiative.] In ad-
dition, Charbra Jestin, NSCDA/CT
President, provided a case study on
plans to introduce a new governance
structure and prepare for the construc-
tion of an 8,000 sq. ft. visitor and edu-
cation center for their
Webb-Dean-Stevens Museum.  She
noted the difficulty in obtaining neces-
sary funding to tackle such a project, de-
scribing the many obstacles encountered
over many years. Perseverance and good
fortune paid off:  the Center's ground-

can Democracy.  He noted that the site
where the meeting took place is the
same site upon which the Jamestown
church was rebuilt - in brick, in 1907 - by
the NSCDA. 
Patriotic Services Workshop - This

year's workshop emphasized support of
veterans, with numerous examples of
state projects shared. Virginia's small
Roanoke Town Committee's Patriotic
Service group has instituted a program
of visiting elderly and infirm veterans
and simply sitting and talking with
them…conversation-time with lunch
boxes provided. Several smaller Society
groups hold barbecues, dinners, and
luncheons for veterans. The Arizona So-
ciety has devoted funds and time to help
American Indian Code-talker veterans
celebrate their military past. Extremely
patriotic in feeling, these veterans
needed flags, standards, and other
equipment to celebrate Memorial Day,
the Fourth of July, D-day, etc. Other
state society committees hold commu-
nity dinners and gatherings in conjunc-
tion with other helping organizations in
their areas. The “take-away” was very
similar to that from the entire Biennial
2018 Conference: it is time to let the
public know who we (the NSCDA) are
and what we do…and that we should col-
laborate with other organizations to pro-
vide even more and greater service.
Check out photos from Biennial on
page 5!

-Other Contributors to this article were Betsy
Ruderfer and Gina Whelan 
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t ion was  on the profess ional  de -
ve lopment  o f  a l l  a reas  o f  our
shared  mis s ion :   Educat ion ,
Preser vat ion and Patr iot ic  Ser v -
ices .  You’ l l  want  to  read the de -
t a i l s  in  De lega te  Ki t ten  Klaus ’
Biennia l  Recap.

Please  rev iew our recent  New
Member s  and updates  on  our
Oral  Histor y  re -boot ,  the  Dinah
mura l ,  the  Chippenda le  pro -
g ram and the  Logan Fami ly  Re -
union to name but  a  few.   

F ina l l y,  a s  we  approach the
seasons  o f  Thanksg iv ing  and
Chr i s tmas ,  I ’m reminded once
again how essent ia l  each of  you
is  for  the heal th and wel l -be ing
of  our  Soc iety.  Thank you  for
your  suppor t  o f  our  mis s ion—
your hard work ,  par t ic ipat ion in
our  event s  and your  f inanc ia l
suppor t  of  our  operat ions .   

Warmest  Regards,

S ince  the  beg inning  o f  my
Pres idency  last  May,  i t ’ s  been a
pr iv i lege  to  see  f rom that  point
o f  v iew how v ibrant  and a l i ve
the  PA Society  i s !  P lease  t ake  a
few moments  to  en joy  th i s  ed i -
t ion  o f  Connec t i on s .  We hope
you ’ l l  f ind  something  tha t  cap -
tures  your  in tere s t .  When tha t
happens ,  p lease  l e t  us  know.  I f
you  cont ac t  us  by  e -mai l ,  your
addres s  should  be  inc luded au -
tomat ica l l y.  I f  you  cont ac t  us
through our  webs i te ,  PLEASE
ensure  tha t  you  inc lude  your
name and e -mai l  addres s .  Of
cour se ,  you  can  ca l l  Headquar-
te r s .  However  you  l e t  us  know,
p lease  remember  tha t  the
st rength  and v i t a l i t y  o f  the  PA
Soc iety  depends  on  each  o f
YOU—our act ive  members .

At i ts  June Retreat ,  the Board
decided the f i r st  pr ior i ty  was  to
move  forward  enthus ia s t i ca l l y
with the complet ion of  the long-
ant i c ipa ted  and -p lanned new

wing .  Stenton i s  the  hear tbea t
o f  our  Soc iety ’ s  focus ,  and
that ’ s  the  home of  our  na t ion -
a l ly  recognized Histor y  Hunters
program.  P lease  t ake  a  look  a t
Execut ive  Director  Dennis  Pick-
era l ’ s  update  on our  progress  to
date .   

In  September,  we  he ld  our
James  Logan Award  Dinner,
which  you ’ l l  s ee  h igh l ighted  in
our  cover  s tor y.  Thanks  to  the
work  o f  many,  th i s  year ’ s  ce le -
bra t ion  was  except iona l .  More
impor tant ly,  the  leadership and
many  months  o f  hard  work  o f
former  Soc iety  Pres ident  Al i ce
Lea  Tasman produced our  most
success ful  fundrais ing resul t s .       

In la te  October,  the  PA Soci -
ety  sent  ten members  ( f ive  Dele -
ga te s  and f i ve  Al te rnate s )  to
at tend the 62nd Biennia l  Coun-
c i l ,  he ld  in  Ar l ing ton ,  VA .  I t
was  a  t ime  o f  shar ing  wi th  and
learn ing  f rom other  s t a te  soc i -
e t i e s .  Much o f  the  concentra -

Dear Fellow Dames,

3

By Betsy Teti, Committee Chair

THE PRESIDENT’S TWO CENTS

The Al legheny County  Commit -
tee  has  begun the year  with two
intere s t ing  and ver y  d i f fe rent
events .  On Saturday,  August  25,
member s  and guest s  ga thered
for  what  has  become a  fun
evening .  Our  Dames  summer
picn ic  i s  an  oppor tuni ty  to
renew f r i endships  and en joy
t ime  together  a s  the  summer
draws  to  a  c lose .  On Wednes -
day,  October  24,  the committee
held the f i r st  s t a ted meet ing of
the  year.  I t  was  a  t rue  t rea t  to

ALLEGHENY COUNTY COMMITTEE NEWS

be  ab le  to  tour  Wilpen Hal l  in
Sewick ley  Height s ,  the  l a s t  o f
the  Gi lded  Age  e s t a te s  s t i l l
s t anding  in  our  a rea .  Wi lpen
Hal l  was  fea tured  in  the  f i lm
Fox  Catcher  which  was  f i lmed
in  the  P i t t sburgh  area  severa l
years  ago.  Dames enjoyed a  pr i -
va te  tour  wi th  the  current
owner.  I t  was  an interes ing and
enjoyable  look at  a  love ly  home
and a  wonder fu l  s t a r t  to  the
program year !

SPOTLIGHT ON NEWMEMBERS

OUR NEWEST “BABY DAMES”

In this issue, we are delighted to share a
bit more about several recent additions to
our Membership. We hope you enjoy "get-
ting to know" them, and encourage you to
invite colleagues, friends, and family to Sten-
ton and Headquarters, to learn more about-
membership in the NSCDA/PA! 
Susan Hedrick, of Malvern, has a keen

interest in historic preservation and mu-
seum properties, and is very knowledgeable
about genealogy. Committed to giving back
in her community, she has served on the
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from Eastern College and Hahnemann.
She and husband Geoff have three daugh-
ters between them, and four grandchildren.  
Carol Cottingham Ninodescribes herself

as "a fan of the Continental Army’s En-
campment in 1777, on retreat from the Bat-
tle of Germantown,” located near her
Towamencin home.  Recently retired from
Cigna after twenty years as a pharmacist,
Carol has four grown children. After discov-
ering that the Cottingham Family had colo-
nial connections, her mother, Doris,

of us, Betsy Ruderfer of the Al-
legheny County Committee has
long been actively involved in the
Dames, serving in the DC Society
for some thirty years in many
roles: as Recording Secretary,
Chair of Patriotic Service, Histo-
rian, and Vice-President. She is
'thrilled to become a member of
the First Society." In her non-
Dames life, Betsy is a former big
band vocalist who enjoys "keeping
the beautiful music of The Great
American Songbook alive." She
and her husband Emil, recently re-
tired from the World Bank,
moved from Washington to Pitts-
burgh in 2017, after living in sev-
eral developing countries.  Betsy
was among the PA delegation at
Biennial - see her photo on  page
5.   

IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

board of Laurel
House, a domes-
tic violence shelter
in Norristown,
and has volun-
teered at a
Phoen ixv i l l e
health clinic. Susie
holds Health Ad-
ministration and
nursing degrees

encouraged Carol
to join the Colo-
nial Dames. She
was admitted
shortly before her
mother's death this
year, bringing her
mother great joy.  
Although she
may still be
"new" to many

Grandmothers in the PA Society have been busy proposing granddaughters this year, helping us establish the next generation of serv-
ice-minded women "entrusted with history's future." Left to Right: 1) Wylie Raab's granddaughter Caroline Elizabeth Stratz, 2, a 4th
generation PA Dame, lives in Alexandria, VA. Her mother Alexandra works for the DoD, and her father, AF Captain Brandon
Stratz, is an aerospace engineer. In a nod to her magnificent great grandmother, Caroline wore Sally Gibson’s racing silks for Halloween.
2) Adelaide Marabeth Whelan was born August 20, 2018 in Alexandria VA to Denis and Cara Whelan. Adelaide and her two
older brothers Foster (4) and David (2) keep their parents busy and slightly sleep-deprived. Adelaide is the first granddaughter for her
grandparents, PA Dame Gina Whelan and husband Rick. 3) Already displaying an affinity for museum properties, 8 month-old
Claire Kingsland Bell (daughter of PA Dame Carolyn Burnett Bell, granddaughter of Anne Burnett) was all smiles at a recent
rehearsal dinner, held, by pure coincidence, at the Neill-Cochran House, the Texas Dames' historic house museum.  

Wilpen Hall in Sewickley Heights.
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By Margaret Broussard, Committee Chair

NSCDA NEWS

TTHEHE NNATIONALATIONAL SSOCIETYOCIETY OFOF TTHEHE CCOLONIALOLONIAL DDAMESAMES OFOF AAMERICAMERICA

GREAT AMERICAN TREASURES
By Anne Burnett, Region IV Vice Chair, National Museum Properties Committee,

Chair, NSCDA Museum Alliance Project

LANCASTER-DAUPHIN-YORK COMMITTEE NEWS

What, exactly, is Great American Treas-
ures? How will it benefit NSCDA, our
corporate societies, and our museum
properties? 
Background: As you may know, the

NSCDA has been an important force
for the protection and preservation of
historic houses and buildings for over a
century. The PA Society was among the
first Societies in this effort, restoring and
opening Stenton as a museum in 1900.
Within a very short period of time,
other Societies began to purchase or be-
come stewards of properties across the
country. Those early trailblazing Dames
saved an 18th century Powder Magazine,
a 17th century homestead, a 19th cen-
tury hotel, the oldest surviving one-
room school house in NJ, the homes of
founding fathers, statesmen and mer-
chants, and many other important
places, that together tell the great stories,
big and small, of our country from its
earliest beginnings to present day.
Altogether, there are at least 92 sites in
the U.S. and England that are owned,
maintained, managed, and/or heavily
supported by the town committees and
corporate societies of the NSCDA. With
so many unique places to care for,
today’s trailblazing Dames are poised for
an exciting next step in the NSCDA’s
historic preservation and stewardship
journey.
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That next step is something that you've
likely heard of over the last few years.
The Great American Treasures project
(or "GAT" for short) has been called sev-
eral names in the time that it’s begun to
gain steam, but one constant remains –
the goal of creating a dedicated alliance,
stocked with resources and benefits, for
all NSCDA-affiliated properties. Achiev-
ing that goal requires a lot of work and
moving parts. At this year's Biennial
Council, an implementation plan for
the alliance was unveiled, a plan that is
also a key element of the 2018-2024
NSCDA Strategic Plan. 
Groundwork underway: In building

the foundation for a strong program, we
are working carefully on building buy-in,
establishing a governance and staffing
structure, and developing a business
plan, branding package, website, and
marketing calendar.
GAT member sites will be voluntarily

connected to a national effort that aims
to raise the visibility of all member mu-
seums - and by obvious association, the
visibility of the Colonial Dames - and in-
crease visitation across the board, while
sharing resources and expertise so that
all GAT museums have access to the
tools they need to become the best they
can be. The program will provide more
direct benefits, such as an NSCDA Mu-
seum Grant Fund, to award grants for

program implementation, archives
preservation, digitization of records, and
much more. There will also be a dedi-
cated website, the most public-facing,
visible benefit of the program. Gathis-
tory.org, which is currently under con-
struction and scheduled for debut next
summer, will be a multifaceted, respon-
sive website with tools for both visitors
and member museums. 
We’ll share project updates in future

Connections. As the GAT strategic mar-
keting plan notes, "By connecting our
properties nationally, and making
great storytelling a theme, we can en-
gage new generations of lovers of our
past."
---NSCDA Special Projects Curator Catherine
Nuzum contributed to this article.

GRESH, Mrs. Lisa Porter
(Lisa Skillern)
Ancestor: William Skillern
PA-6906

HEDRICK, Susan
(Susan Ruth Fischer)
Ancestor: John Brown
PA-6913

HUMENIK, Ms. Mary A. Erving
Ancestor: Eliphalet Dyer
PA-6907

NINO, Mrs. Albert Joseph
(Carol Lou Cottingham)
Ancestor: Ambrose Dixon
PA-6908

O’DONNELL, JR., Susan Jane
(Susan Jane Walker)
Ancestor: William Currie
PA-6911

QUINN, Ms. Amanda Van Zandt
Ancestor: Abraham Knerr
PA-6912

STRATZ, Caroline Elizabeth
Ancestor: Samuel Wadsworth
PA-6914

WAGNER, Mary Ann
(Mary Ann Ermy)
Ancestor: Adriaen Hegeman
PA-6909

NEW MEMBERS

TRANSFER OUT

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES

DECEASED
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BARNUM, Mrs. Anne L.  Savage
PA-6338

MUCKLE, Katherine Jones
(Katherine Eastwick Jones)
PA-3901

SHARP, Mrs. M. Rust
(Nancy Cheney Day)
PA-3754

SIEDLARZ, JR., Mrs. Joseph A.
(Nancy Dodd England)
PA-3460

SILKE, Sarah Lynne
PA-6754

STARK,  Mrs. Richard J.
(Mary Elizabeth Hiestand)
PA-3562 

DUNN, Mrs. Ann M. 
(Anne Stovall McIver)
PA-382
Txfr to FL

MOHN, Mrs. Richard Eberly
(Clarita LeeBallard)
PA-6693
Txfr to FL

WELLS-FINN, Wendy B.
(Wendy Burton Swope)
PA-6823
Txfr to DC

GRIGGS, Mrs. Paul D.
(Charlotte Ruth Nuttall)
Admitted: March 20, 2012
Died: June 14, 2018
PA-6747

LENZ, Mrs. James E.
(Cordelia Morris Seeley II)
Admitted: October 12, 1951
Died: June 5, 2018
PA-3001

ININ THETHE CCOMMONWEALTHOMMONWEALTH OFOF PPENNSYLVANIAENNSYLVANIA

The Lancaster-Dauphin-York Commit-
tee met on June 6, 2018, at the Lan-
caster Country Club, Margaret
Broussard presiding. Our member
Donna Bakelaar and her husband Bob
gave an interesting presentation on how
to find and identify houses of colonial
leaders by using both architecture and
written records. Mrs. Broussard ap-
pointed a donations committee of
Bobbi McMullen, chair, Betty Miller,
and Carol Elfner.
At the October 2, 2018 meeting, we

were honored with a visit from our new
president, Barbara Rogers, and treated
to a presentation by Dennis Pickeral, ex-
ecutive director, on the upcoming reno-
vations at Stenton and the completion
of the Yellow Bedroom. Dennis also
presented a short video on the History
Hunters program. The committee voted
to contribute $500 to the Union Canal
Tunnel Park in Lebanon County for the
restoration of the north towpath, $1000
to Friends of Fort Halifax in Dauphin

County for educational programs, and
$500 to the York Historical Society in
York County for the conservation of the
illustrated travel diaries of Lewis Miller.
In addition, Mrs. Broussard appointed
a nominating committee for the posi-
tions of chairman and treasurer consist-
ing of Diane Murry, chair, Barbara
Gillis and Peg Adams.
The next regular meeting will be on

Tuesday, February 5, 2019, at the Lan-
caster Country Club.
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$383,772 and netted $325,772, a 136%
increase over 2016, by far our most suc-
cessful fundraising event ever!  Proceeds
will be split over the next three budget
years and will support our work at Sten-
ton. 
We are especially grateful to our tireless

fundraising champion and cheerleader,
Alice Lea Tasman, James Logan Award
Dinner Co-Chairs Barbara Rogers and
Sally Wirts, and a long list of Dames who
served on the Dinner Committee and
gave their time, talent and treasure to
everything from flower arrangements and
auction coordination, to managing logis-
tics at the Union League.  We can never
say thank you enough!

Fall 2018

OVER200 TURNOUT TOHONOREDITHDIXON AT JAMES LOGANAWARDDINNER

Nearly 250 NSCDA/PA members and
guests gathered at the Union League on
September 21 to honor Edith R. Dixon
with the 2018 James Logan Award, in
recognition of her decades of charitable
work.  The strong turnout was a testament
to the many lives that have been touched
by Mrs. Dixon’s generosity, in the
Philadelphia region and beyond.  Co-
chairs Barbara Rogers and Sally Wirts also
saluted the dedication and contributions
of the NSCDA/PA Past Presidents, in-
cluding Anne Burnett, Sally Congdon,
Nancy Nimick, Dora Rogers and Peggy
Shaver, who were in attendance.  This was
the sixth James Logan Award Dinner,
which is held biennially and is the Soci-
ety’s largest fundraiser, benefiting the

By Dennis Pickeral, Executive Director, Stenton

preservation of Stenton and its educa-
tional programs.
Another highlight of the evening was the
debut of a new History Hunters video.
The video features two students who par-
ticipated in the program more than a
decade ago, and who are now pursuing ca-
reers in history and education.  They both
credit History Hunters with inspiring
their career choices, and one of them held
onto her classroom workbook!  It's a pow-
erful testimonial to the long-term impact
History Hunters can have on schoolchild-
ren.  
A live auction followed the video, led by

former Sotheby’s auctioneer George Mc-
Neely, which raised $138,000 for History
Hunters. In total, this year’s gala grossed

Connections
THE NATIONAL SOCIETY OF THE COLONIAL DAMES OF AMERICA IN THE COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA

To view the new  video and hear how History
Hunters inspired Quamiir and Menika, visit the
History Hunters website: www.historyhunters.org,
then scroll down to “Why Participate in History

Hunters?”

NSCDA/PA Staff
Executive Assistant: Adriana Robinson
Curator: Laura Keim
Stenton Director: Dennis Pickeral
Site Administrator & Director of Education:
Kaelyn Barr
Programs & Communications Coordinator:
Rachel Corma
Facilities Manager: Kenneth J. Robinson
Stenton Site Managers: Dawn Reid and 
Jeff Eckels
Stenton Resident: Jeffrey Story

About Connections...
Copy Editors: Carolyn Bell & Erin Robson
Contributing Editor: Anne Burnett
Coordinator: Adriana Robinson
Layout: Rachel Corma
Printing: Affordable Offset

Headquarters (1921)
1630 Latimer Street
Philadelphia, PA 19103
215-735-6737
FAX: 215-735-1666
adriana@nscdapa.org
www.nscdapa.org

Stenton (1730)
4601 North 18th Street
(at Windrim Avenue)
Philadelphia, PA 19140
Phone/Fax: 215-329-7312
www.stenton.org
www.historyhunters.org
www.freedomsbackyard.com

General John Neville House
Pittsburgh, PA 15219
412-921-4728

NSCDA Headquarters
www.nscda.org
Dumbarton House
2715 Que Street, NW
Washington, DC 20007
202-337-2288
www.dumbartonhouse.org

The National Society of The Colonial Dames
of America in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania

Mission Statement
The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America 

in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania is dedicated to preserving 
our State and National heritage through preservation of historic properties, 

conservation of antiquities and archives, education, scholarships, patriotism and
respect for our Colonial ancestors whose distinguished service prior to 1776 

and ideals are the foundation of our Country.
Adopted by the Board of Managers, October 10, 2003

Left: NSCDA/PA President, Barbara Rogers, and NSCDA/PA Deveolpment Chair Alice Lea Tasman, present the James Logan Award to Edith
R. Dixon; Center: Marguerite Lenfest and Mrs. & Mrs. William Buck; Right: Edith R. Dixon, Alice Lea Tasman, Co-Chairs Sally Wirts & Bar-
bara Rogers, and Betsy Marshall.

The NSCDA/PA participates in Ama-
zon Smile! With each purchase you
make, a portion will be donated to us by
Amazon. To sign up, go to smile.ama-
zon.com and choose The National Soci-
ety of The Colonial Dames of America
in PA as your charity. Then when you
shop, make your purchases through
smile.amazon.com. It’s that simple!

This holiday season, shop to support
The NSCDA/PA and Stenton!

Stenton is registered with Bloomin’
Bucks’ friend-raising program. Pro-
ceeds from every order come back to
Stenton to support the gardens.
1. Go to www.bloominbucks.com
2. Choose Stenton as your favorite
not for profit organization
3. Browse the vast selection and order

If you have questions about what to choose, how
to plant and what to expect, contact Stenton Gar-
den Tender, Susan Yeager, yeagerrsue@yahoo.com
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